performed at R 5 , 5 . However, difference rates were less on day 40. Hundred seed weight was more affected at R 5 , 5 than at R 6 , 5 . Germinative capacity was not greatly affected at both reproductive stages in unwounded pods; but it was almost non-existent in previously wounded pods.
The frequent presence of F. semitectum is not attibuted to its particular pathogenicity, but to its capacity for widespread distribution. It should be pointed out that the method applied here may not resemble the processes in nature and that these artificial conditions may have favoured the development of certain species to the detriment of others.
soybean seeds -Fusarium pathogenicity -developing stages -seed quality -pod rotting Résumé &mdash; Pouvoir pathogène d'espèces du genre fusarium et incidence sur la qualité des graines de (McGee, 1981) .
Several species of Fusarium have been cited as being causal agents of soybean seed quality loss (Neergaard, 1983) whereas the pathogenic nature has not been established. Fusarium spp.
incidence increases when harvesting is delayed (Dhingra et al., 1978; Hepperly and Sinclair, 1981 (Dhingra et al., 1978; Hepperly and Sinclair, 1981) . In India it has been reported as causal agent of pod and collar rot (Saharan and Gupta, 1972 Cultivar Williams (maturity group III) was used; the plants were obtained from seeds disinfected with 5% sodium hypochlorite (NaOCI) for 5 min and rinsed with deionized sterile water. They were sown in pots with autoclaved soil, and kept in a glasshouse until they reached R 5 , 5 (mid-pod filling) and R 6 , s (full-pod before physiological maturity) (Fehr and Caviness, 1977) .
Silhouette method was applied to detect seeds' real developmental stage, i.e. to observe fruit seed-size through daylight (Spaeth and Sinclair, 1984 (R 5 , 5 and R 6 , 5 ) assayed were after &dquo;final seed abortion stage&dquo; which, according to Pigeaire et al. (1986) begins at R 5 (Fehr and Caviness, 1977) .
In this experiment, the highest injury percentage on artificially wounded pods indicates that lesions caused by other crop pests (Kilpatrick and Hartwig, 1955) , such as the southern green stink bug, Nezara viridula L., could facilitate Fusarium spp. penetration and contribute to fruit abortion and seed loss during fructification.
If Fusarium spp. infect pods early during fructification, pod rot increases and seed quality diminishes. This might be attributed to the length of time during which the fungi is in contact with the fruit.
Soil particles, carriers of Fusarium spp. propagules that would naturally cover the pods, could increase inoculum density due to the colonization of the tissues (Schlub et al., 1981) and favour pathogenesis.
In the same manner as Fusarium semitectum (Saharan and Gupta, 1972) (Booth, 1971 ).
